
EUropean (Dis)Integration and Law – 
with specific attention to gender 
perspectives and “Brexit”  

Learning outcomes and skills 
 Understanding the challenges of the withdrawal of a Member State as well as challenges by 

other Member States of the EU’s values for the project of EU integration, in particular 

integreation through law 

 Comprehensive knowledge of the legal framework for Member States‘ withdrawal  

 Understanding the legal framework for protecting the Union’s values  

 Intense engagement with one of the following subtopics (assessment) 

o Integration and Disintegration – law and politics assessment of the option to 

withdraw from the European Union 

o The EU’s values and the rule of European Union Law 

o Disintegration at the EU’s Western Fringes – the UK’s withdrawal from the Union 

o Disintegration at the EU’s Western Fringes – the UK’s withdrawal and the island of 

Ireland 

o Disintegration by withdrawal – consequences for gender equality  

o Disintegration at the EU’s Eastern Fringes – challenges for the EUs values by policy 

developments in Poland  

o Disintegration at the EU’s Eastern Fringes – challenges for the EU’s values by policy 

development in Hungary 

o Disintegration by challenges for the rule of law – consequences for gender equality] 

Suitable audience  
Students of law, politics, European studies, who have some understanding of European Union law 

and/or politics (foundational knowledge of the EU institutions, legal system, politics and history) 

Teaching style and module plan 
This module is taught discursively (“Seminar“), and should be progressively more student led. The 14 

weeks of term are divided into a four week induction period, which consists of a combination of 

lecturer led input and seminar discussion, a 2 week reading period, during which students are 

offered individual or small group sessions for discussing how to address the assessment task, and 

two 4 week periods for each of the subthemes „Disintegration through withdrawal“ and 

„Disintegration through challenges for the EU’s values“. These periods consist of a mix of student 

presentation and lecturer led introductions and commentaries. Idealiter, an electronic learning 

environment allows posting of draft papers for peer comment.  

Assessment 
Assessment [Seminararbeit] is by essay (up to 6000 words) and presentation, both in English. A 

number of themes for LLB dissertations (Bachelorarbeiten) are available. Preferably these should be 

written in English, but students may opt for German as well. Presentation of work in progress in the 



framework of the seminar gives students an opportunity to receive early feedback. Presentation is in 

English. 

A number of themes for “Bachelorarbeiten” (bachelor dissertation) are also available. Preferably 

these should be written in English, but students may opt for German as well. Presentation of work in 

progress in the framework of the seminar gives students an opportunity to receive early feedback.  
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List of themes for “Seminararbeiten”  
How does the option to withdraw from the EU relate to the European Union’s aim to “create an 

ever-closer union among the peoples of Europe (Article 1 TEU)? 

 Should it affect time honoured concepts such as direct effect and supremacy of EU law, which have 

been based on the creation of a Community with indefinite duration? 

Theorising the EU’s disintegration – contribution of integration theories such as neo-federalism and 

neofunctionalism 

How did the UK contribute to the EU’s gender equality law and policy, and how will its withdrawal 

most likely affect the field within the EU? 

The future of free movement of persons after “Brexit” in the European Union – is there a gender 

dimension? 

Protection of EU citizens in the UK through the draft withdrawal agreement – sufficient or lacking?  

Protection of EU citizens in the UK after “Brexit”– does the draft withdrawal agreement have a 

“gender bias”? 

The EU’s values and their protection (Article 7 TEU, and other routes) – the example of Poland 

The EU’s values and their protection (Article 7 TEU, and other routes) – the example of Hungary 

The EU’s rule of law crisis and gender equality – any relation at all?  

[students are also encouraged to suggest their own themes within the scope of the seminar] 

 


